
WWW.RBLAW.NET

Michael E. Holden
Partner
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Paralegal: Lucy Gonzalez
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Practice Areas
Birth Injuries

Environmental & Toxic Torts

Mass Torts & Class Actions

Medical Malpractice

Nursing Home Abuse

Premises Liability

Product Liability

Transportation & Car Accidents

Workplace Injury

Wrongful Death

Education & Certifications
■ J.D., Chicago-Kent College of Law,

2008

■ B.S., Political Science, University
of Wisconsin, 2004

■ Ohio State University -
2000-2002 (studied toward B.S.
in Political Science)

■ Mediator, Center for Conflict
Resolution

■ Certification in Litigation and
Dispute Resolution Program at
Chicago-Kent College of Law

Jurisdictions Admitted to
Practice
Illinois, 2008

Even before law school, Michael E. Holden knew he wanted a career where he could help those

who had suffered a grave injustice. As a Partner at Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, Michael has the

opportunity on a daily basis to fulfill his dream career and make real, meaningful change for his

clients and the community at large.

Michael has significant experience in the litigation of personal injury cases, including medical

malpractice, product liability, nursing home negligence, premises liability, construction injury,

and auto accident cases.

Throughout his tenure at Romanucci & Blandin, Michael has successfully obtained dozens of

verdicts and settlements on behalf of his clients – many in excess of $1 million – through trial,

mediation, arbitration, and negotiation, including a $50 million settlement for the wife of a

worker who died following a workplace injury in the Chicago area in 2016; a $35 million

settlement for following a three-week trial for a birth injury resulting in cerebral palsy; a $30

million settlement for a family after their son was left permanently disabled and brain injured as

a result of 25 experimental surgeries; a $22.3 million verdict for the family of a young boy who

lost his leg due to medical malpractice; and a record-breaking $12.35 million settlement on

behalf of the family of a client whose doctors failed to diagnose her breast cancer in a timely

manner, which ultimately led to her death at 37 years old.

Michael has been widely recognized for his insight, experience and leadership as an attorney, and

has been named a Rising Star by Super Lawyers® for 11 straight years in Illinois and an Emerging

Lawyer every year since 2016 by Leading Lawyers. Michael has been published and has presented

on topics related to personal injury litigation with the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, the

Chicago Bar Association, Stafford Continuing Legal Education, and the Illinois Attorney

General’s Office.

As a law school student, Michael had the opportunity to law clerk at Romanucci & Blandin. That

experience underscored his belief in the impact that attorneys can make to help people access

the full power of the courts and be compensated fairly for their injuries. Michael graduated from

law school in 2008 and was hired full-time as an Associate at Romanucci & Blandin where he has

had the opportunity on a daily basis to fulfill his dream career. In 2015, he was named a Senior

Associate. Michael was named Partner in 2021.
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Northern District of Illinois, 2009

Wisconsin, 2014

Central District of Illinois, 2014

Third Circuit Court of Appeals, 2014

Michael grew up in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and now resides in a near northwest suburb of

Chicago. When not practicing law, Michael enjoys spending time with his wife and 2 children, is

an avid fan of the Packers, Brewers, Badgers, and Blackhawks, and enjoys coaching youth sports,

golfing, home-brewing, skiing, and biking.

Experience
$35,000,000 Settlement – Birth Injury
 

$2,000,000 Settlement - Medical Malpractice
 

$1,500,000 Settlement - Trucking Accident
 

$1,181,000 Settlement – Car Accident
 

$50,000,000 Settlement – Workplace Wrongful Death
 

$22,300,000 Verdict – Medical Malpractice
 

$7,500,000 Settlement – Construction Accident
 

$3,375,000 Settlement – Trucking Accident
 

$12,350,000 Settlement – Cancer Misdiagnoses
 

$600,000 Settlement – Construction Injury
 

$4,250,000 Settlement – Medical Malpractice
 

$1,330,000 Verdict – Car Accident
 

$3,980,000 Settlement – Surgical & Anesthesia Errors
 

$6,000,000 Settlement – Work Injury
 

$2,600,000 Settlement – Workplace Injury & Medical Malpractice
 

$30,000,000 Settlement – Medical Malpractice
 

$675,000 Settlement – Premises Liability
 

Awards & Recognition
■ Named one of The Best Lawyers in America© by U.S. News and World Report, 2023

■ Rising Star by Illinois Super Lawyers®, 2011-2022

■ Emerging Lawyer by Law Bulletin Publishing Company, 2016-2023

Legal Activities & Leadership
■ Membership Co-Chair, Illinois Trial Lawyers Association (ITLA), 2011-present

■ American Association for Justice (AAJ), Member

■ Chicago Bar Association (CBA), Member
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■ Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA), Member

■ Public Justice, Member

Notable Cases
$50,000,000 settlement – workplace injury

A record-breaking $50 million settlement was awarded to the wife of a worker who died following a tragic workplace injury in the Chicago

area in 2016. The case was extremely complex as the multiple Defendants were represented by several different law firms.

$35,000,000 settlement – birth injury

A family was awarded a $35 million settlement reached with NorthShore University HealthSystem and Dr. Fabio Ortega for a girl whose

cerebral palsy occurred after medical malpractice and negligence by the doctor overseeing her delivery.

$30,000,000 settlement – medical malpractice

A family was awarded $30 million in a settlement reached with Mark J. Holterman, MD. and a Major Chicago Area Teaching Hospital after

their son was left permanently disabled and brain injured as a result of 25 experimental surgeries. This is the fourth largest medical

malpractice suit for a minor in the state of Illinois and is the largest settlement for a child born with esophageal atresia in Illinois.

$22,300,000 verdict – medical malpractice

A Cook County jury awarded the parents of a ten-year-old boy with a $22.3 million verdict in a medical negligence case arising out of the

care and treatment on May 29, 1999, at Advocate Christ Medical Center/Hope Children's Hospital, in the Chicago suburb of Oak Lawn. The

negligence resulted in the loss of the boy's left leg and other disabilities.

$12,350,000 settlement – medical malpractice

A record-breaking settlement was secured on behalf of the family of a client whose doctors failed to diagnose her breast cancer in a timely

manner, which ultimately led to her death at 37 years old. The client, a young mother, was a high-risk breast cancer patient with a family

history and a sister with breast cancer. The patient had lumps in her left breast and armpit that were ignored for two years. The health

system and specialists misread ultrasounds and mammograms, failed to order timely biopsies and failed to communicate with each other,

resulting in late-stage breast cancer when it was finally diagnosed in 2014. She died in 2016. The settlement is the largest in Illinois for an

untimely diagnosis of breast cancer case.

In the News
NorthShore Agrees to $35M Settlement in Medical Negligence Case

Expert Institute's The Advocate, May 19, 2023
 

Highland Park parade shooting survivors find hope after tragedy

TODAY, May 4, 2023
 

$35M Settlement In NorthShore, Sex Offender OB-GYN Birth Injury Suit

Patch, April 11, 2023
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NorthShore agrees to pay $35 million settlement in medical negligence case involving troubled obstetrician

Chicago Tribune, April 10, 2023
 

NorthShore agrees to pay $35 million to settle malpractice suit

Crain's Chicago Business, April 10, 2023
 

Biden calls for investigation of gun makers selling weapons to minors

Business News (biz.crast.net), March 15, 2023
 

Family of elderly man killed by garbage truck gets $1.5M

Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, February 13, 2023
 

Durbin, Schneider announce firearm safe storage legislation alongside Highland Park shooting survivors

Chicago Tribune, February 3, 2023
 

Bankruptcy confusion doesn't cost plaintiff the chance to sue over forklift accident

Legal Newsline, February 1, 2023
 

Assault weapon sales now illegal in Illinois: ‘This will save lives,’ Pritzker says after signing bill into law

Chicago Sun-Times, January 10, 2023
 

'A year unlike any other': Highland Park shooting victims continue to deal with grief, anger and pain

Daily Herald, January 4, 2023
 

Pain remains fresh, push for change strong six months after Highland Park massacre

CBS Chicago, January 4, 2023
 

Illinois is poised to pass an assault weapons ban. Will it withstand court challenges?

WGN9, January 3, 2023
 

Survivors of mass shootings in Highland Park, East Garfield Park voice support for proposed assault weapon ban

Chicago Tribune, December 13, 2022
 

Lawyers for Accused Highland Park Parade Shooter Ask for More Time to Review ‘Volume’ of Evidence

Chicago Sun-Times, November 2, 2022
 

Highland Park shooting victims say they are fighting back as they cope day-by-day

WBEZ Chicago, October 21, 2022
 

Mass Shooting Victims Are Suing Gun Manufacturers

Newsy, October 17, 2022
 

Gun industry faces a new wave of lawsuits that could reshape how firearms are sold

CNBC, October 6, 2022
 

Taking gun manufacturers to court can save lives

Chicago Sun-Times, October 5, 2022
 

Highland Park shooting victims sue Smith & Wesson, gun shops, alleged shooter and his father over July 4 parade mass shooting

Chicago Tribune, September 30, 2022
 

Smith & Wesson is accused of marketing guns to 'disturbed young men' in suit by July 4 victims

ABA Journal, September 29, 2022
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Highland Park Fourth of July massacre: First lawsuits filed, call attack ‘predictable and preventable’

Chicago Sun-Times, September 28, 2022
 

Highland Park Shooting Victims File Lawsuit Against Gun Maker and Others, Targeting their Marketing

NBC 5 Chicago, September 28, 2022
 

Blog Posts
Post-Pandemic Motor Vehicle Crashes and Deaths Rising – What You Can Do to Protect Yourself

Romanucci & Blandin Blog, March 15, 2022
 

Beyond the Bio: R&B Partner Michael E. Holden

Romanucci & Blandin Blog, March 14, 2022
 

Workplace Injuries Cases

Romanucci & Blandin Blog, January 25, 2021
 

Statute of Limitations in Medical Malpractice Lawsuits

Romanucci & Blandin Blog, August 14, 2020
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