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Nationally renowned civil rights and personal injury attorney Ben Crump and co-counsel

Antonio Romanucci and Jeff Storms today released the following statement following the guilty

plea by former Minneapolis Police Officer Thomas Lane to the Second-Degree Manslaughter

Charge for his role in the May 25, 2020 murder of George Floyd:

“Today’s guilty plea by former officer Thomas Lane brings the Floyd family another step towards closure

for the horrific and historic murder of George Floyd. While this plea reflects a certain level of

accountability, it comes only after Mr. Lane was already convicted by a federal jury on a related charge.

Attorney General Keith Ellison, all of the state and federal prosecutors, the brave men and women who

served on the state and federal juries, and the community compelled this result. These individuals and

many more should be commended for their efforts leading towards today. Hopefully, this plea helps

usher in a new era where officers understand that juries will hold them accountable, just as they would

any other citizen. Perhaps soon, officers will not require families to endure the pain of lengthy court

proceedings where their criminal acts are obvious and apparent. It is equally critical that the

municipalities who are responsible for employing, training, and supervising their officers take their

duties to the community to heart, and hold their own officers accountable before a criminal court is

required to do so. While today is a step in the right direction, we only need to look to the recent and

tragic killing of Amir Locke to understand that the City of Minneapolis has a long journey ahead to

regain the trust of its citizenry.

About Ben Crump Law 

Nationally renowned civil rights and personal injury attorney Ben Crump and his national

network of specialized attorneys have spearheaded a legal movement to better protect the

rights of marginalized citizens. He has led landscape-changing civil rights cases and represented

clients in a wide range of areas including civil rights, personal injury, labor and employment, class

actions, and more. Ben Crump Law is dedicated to holding the powerful accountable. For more,

visit BenCrump.com or call (800) 935-8111.

About Romanucci & Blandin, LLC

Romanucci & Blandin is a Chicago-based national trial practice committed to fighting for victims

of negligence, abuse and wrongful death. Founded in 1998, we have decades of history securing

verdicts and settlements for our clients - many for millions of dollars and others record-setting
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awards. Our expertise ranges from medical malpractice and sexual abuse cases involving individual or institutional negligence to civil rights,

police misconduct and workers compensation, making Romanucci & Blandin a valuable legal resource to individuals and groups of people

who have been injured by others’ wrongdoing. Referring attorneys and clients say several factors differentiate our firm: Our record of

success, depth of experience, talented and dedicated legal team, tireless preparation and strategic use of communications to fight for the

rights of those whose lives have been changed forever. We are different from other personal injury firms in that our work does not stop

when a verdict or settlement is secured. We are often inspired by our clients’ experiences and commit resources to create change in our

communities. For more information about Romanucci & Blandin, please visit www.rblaw.net or call (312) 458-1000.

About Newmark Storms Dworak LLC 

Newmark Storms Dworak LLC is one of Minnesota’s premier boutique law firms. The Minneapolis firm regularly handles high-profile civil

rights, medical malpractice, and sexual abuse claims. For more information, visit www.newmarkstorms.com.
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